Central Leader su..

Frir.layr, Dn:tnber 10, 2014

YOUR PLACE,

YOUR PAPER

What do you know about Chinese war refugees in New Zealand? Karina Abadia talks to
survivor Kong Chew Loo in advance of an event marking the 75th anniversary of the boats

arriving in Auckland,

KONG Chew Leoo was 7
when he and his mather took
a boat from Hong Kong to
Auckland. It was 1850 and
they were feésing  per-
secutinn fram the Japanese.

The owner of KO Loo
Fruiterr in Mt Eden
remembers  the brotalicy
committed against his vil-
Inge poaplo during thi Sec-
e Sinoelnpanese Wir.

He and his mother spent
seven days walking along
railwny lines with n groap of
peaple from nearby villages
o get ko the port.

The hboat took about a
mopth to arrive and Loo
munlir lifiebong friends during
e jowrney,

“I was virtually reared not
by my parents but by out-
saders. Even ups tall niny, wiee
are very close.”

He and his mother were
amang the 244 woniem ancd
250 children whoe armved as
reflgeas from China in 1939
and 1940,

Laow's Ftheer wins already in
New Zealand workdng as 6
coek for the Waihi Gold
Mining Company.

“Me mnd my mother woern

Lucley omes: Eileen, 81, and Hong Chew Loo, B3 o BE Loo Frister in b8 Eden and cRrms To Naw

Zealand as war refuggas in 1960,

cnly granted & permit to
coane here for one yonr. But
theie war dragped on which s
how T came to be a New Fop-
lamder,”

His fmmily lived in One

hungn but maved arcund s
lol  becausn money  was
aearce. He attended Te
Papaps School and Mano-
kau Intermedinte

As  the eldest =on  he
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helped his Eather in the mar-
ket gurdens. Loo went an o
pum & fruit shop with his
uncle st 429 Mt Eden Rd,
They were fraquently haor-
mssedd by a man shouting out

“Ching Chong Chinaman™
from meross the strost,

e doy we were waiting
for him and we nabbed him.”
Lews mays. “1 said to him ‘you
smy that agrin®, e wne
plesding with us md to beat
him wp and be never canwe
back.”

Aunckland used to bo m lat

But the war
dragged on which
is how | came to
be a Mew
Zealander.

=Hong Chirs Loo

less racially tolerant than it
s now, the 83-year-old savs,
Early Chinese immigrants
wene n-ﬁ:rr“! Lo s ?tl.il:"‘ll.'l in
the archives and his father
had to pay a pall tax when he
mrrivid,

He marmed Eilssn when
he was 21 and they had foar
children, They'we owned the
gresngmeer's on the eorner
of Mt Edenn Rd and Stohes
Bd for 22 vears and Epsom
has bean home sinea 1970,

e of their |i|u|H;hu|1'~:t,

Migrant’s long road to NZ

Frances Loo, runs Chapter
Beoete nnd Tea Shop w few
doors down, The couple
hasn't retired but daoghter
(Glennis Loo 8 in charge of
tha fruit shop new.

The Loas are looking fior-
ward to attending a com-
memorative event called To
Grow  Hoots  Whare  They
Land, Tt's being put on by
the Mew Zealand Chinese
Associntion Aucklpnd and
cebebrates the 75th anniver.
sary of Chinese reflugess
arriving in New Zealand,

Associntion chuirman
Richard Leung says it's
about helping people bn the
Chinese community find out
about their higtory,
eapwinlly descondunts of fir-
e refligeses.

The event will raize money
for the WISE Collective,
which i= run by Auckland
Reptoaal Migrant Service,

and  supports eefuges
women's buosiness  enter-
proes,

It’s being held on Sunday
from 11am till Bpm ot Alex-
mnden Park, Tickets are $45
for adults and 220 for chil-
drem and include a buffet
tuneh, speakers and family
coampwrbikinms,

Go to Facebook and search
To Grow Kootz Where They
Lond, Email Tathnzcailg-
mail,eom for tickets,




